
 

 

Our Mission 

 

The Arc of Vigo County is a non-facility, family centered organization providing individualized community ser-

vices to assist persons with disabilities in choosing where they live, work, and play.  People know that we are will-

ing to work with families, other agencies and the community at large to complete our mission. 
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Our Staff: 
 
David Ofsansky 
Executive Director   
dofsansky@arcvigo.org  
 
Bekki Garthwaite 
Office Manager 
bgarthwaite@arcvigo.org 
 
Melissa Troxel 
Administrative/Billing Assistant 
mtroxel@arcvigo.org 
 
Georgia Study  
Human Resources Coordinator  
gstudy@arcvigo.org 
 
Angel Erst  
Programs Coordinator  
aerst@arcvigo.org 
 
Stephanie Brenton 
Community Supports Coordinator 
sbrenton@arcvigo.org 
 
Mike Padgett  
Employment Specialist 
mpadgett@arcvigo.org 
 
Kim Knoblock 
Employment Specialist- 
kknoblock@arcvigo.org     
 
Chelse Smith 
Employment Specialist/Coordinator 
csmith@arcvigo.org     

Welcome to The Arc of Vigo County Newsletter 

Welcome, our newsletter will be offering information such as 

but not limited to, upcoming Community events, employee   

recognition and helpful hints. The Arc of Vigo County has 

made all reasonable efforts to ensure that information provided 

through its publications is accurate at the time of inclusion and 

accepts no liability for inaccuracies or omissions. If anyone has 

an article or information to share please contact us at  812-232-

4112. Like us on Facebook  www.facebook.com/arcvigo and 

follow us on Linkedin  https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-

arc-of-vigo-county 

What’s Happening?     

 

November is National Epilepsy Awareness Month.  

 

Epilepsy is a medical condition that produces seizures affecting a variety of mental and physical functions. It’s also called a 

seizure disorder. When a person has two or more unprovoked seizures, they are considered to have epilepsy. 

Seizures happen when the electrical system of the brain malfunctions. Instead of discharging electrical energy in a controlled 

manner, the brain cells keep firing. The result may be a surge of energy through the brain, causing unconsciousness and con-

tractions of the muscles. If only part of the brain is affected, it may cloud awareness, lock normal communication, and produce 

a variety of undirected, uncontrolled, unorganized movements. 

Most seizures last only a minute or two, although confusion afterwards may last longer. An epilepsy syndrome is defined by a 

collection of similar factors, such as type of seizure, when they developed in life, and response to treatment. 

There are many types of seizures, experts divide seizures into generalized seizures (absence, atonic, tonic-clonic, myoclonic), 

partial (simple and complex) seizures, nonepileptic seizures and status epilepticus. 

With the exception of very young children and the elderly, the cause of the abnormal brain function is usually not identifiable. 

In about seven out of ten people with epilepsy, no cause can be found. Among the rest, the cause may be any one of a number 

of things that can make a difference in the way the brain works.  Head injuries or lack of oxygen during birth may damage the 

delicate electrical system in the brain.  Other causes include brain tumors, genetic conditions (such as tuberous sclerosis), lead 

poisoning, problems in development of the brain before birth, and infections like meningitis or encephalitis. 

Some who have epilepsy have no special seizure triggers, while others are able to recognize things I their lives that do affect 

their seizures. Generally, the most frequent cause of an unexpected seizure is failure to take the medication as prescribed. Other 

factors include ingesting substances, hormone fluctuations, stress, sleep patterns and photosensitivity. 
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Developmental Disabilities 
 

There are many kinds of developmental disabilities. This month we will talk about Dandy-Walker Syndrome.  

 

What is Dandy-Walker Syndrome? 

 

Dandy-Walker syndrome refers to a group of specific, congenital (present at birth) brain malformations, and is a 

common cause of hydrocephalus (increased fluid in the brain). 

Description 

Dandy-Walker syndrome is more often referred to as Dandy-Walker malformation (DWM) or Dandy-Walker 

complex. The condition is named for doctors Walter E. Dandy and Arthur E. Walker, who described the signs and 

symptoms of the condition in the early 1900s. 

The brain contains four ventricles, which are inner, hollow portions filled with cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). The first 

and second (lateral) ventricles are inside the cerebral hemispheres, and the third and fourth ventricles are below 

them, closer to the brainstem. DWM consists of a specific group of brain malformations, including enlargement of 

the fourth ventricle, complete or partial agenesis (lack of development) of the cerebellar vermis (the middle por-

tion of the cerebellum, which lies directly behind the cerebral hemispheres), and cyst formation and dilation of the 

posterior fossa (a small, hollow section between the lower cerebellum and skull). 

A further defining characteristic of DMW is blockage or closure of the foramina (openings) of Magendie and 

Luschka, two channels at the base of the brain through which CSF normally flows. When these openings are ob-

structed, CSF produced in the ventricles has no outlet for normal circulation. This causes fluid pressure to build, 

and the ventricles to enlarge (always the fourth, and often the third and lateral ventricles). 

Treatment 

The primary treatment for DWM and associated hydrocephalus is the placement of a ventriculoperitoneal (VP) 

shunt. This is a procedure in which a neurosurgeon places one end of a small tube in a ventricle in the brain, and 

threads the other end under the skin down to the peritoneal (abdominal) cavity. The tube helps to direct excess 

CSF to the peritoneal cavity where it is reabsorbed by the body. 

In some cases, the neurosurgeon may attempt a procedure called endoscopic fenestration. In this procedure a 

small, flexible viewing device, called an endoscope, is inserted into the brain and an opening is made between the 

third and fourth ventricles or in the foramina at the base of the brain. It is hoped that opening these passages will 

equalize CSF pressure throughout the central nervous system. 

Other treatments include those for the symptoms of hydrocephalus and cerebellar agenesis, such as anti-seizure 

medications, and OT/PT for neuromuscular problems. 

Prognosis 

Prognosis for DWM varies anywhere from excellent to fatal. The overall prognosis for DWM that occurs and is 

diagnosed as part of a known syndrome will depend on the possible prognoses for that particular syndrome, al-

though the presence of DWM may have a negative impact. In other cases, DWM without other anomalies has a 

much better prognosis. As noted, prognosis is also critically dependent on the degree of hydrocephalus already 

present at birth or at the time of diagnosis. 

 

http://www.healthline.com/galecontent/birth
http://www.healthline.com/galecontent/congenital-brain-defects
http://www.healthline.com/adamcontent/hydrocephalus
http://www.healthline.com/adamcontent/cyst
http://www.healthline.com/galecontent/endoscope
http://www.healthline.com/adamcontent/fenestration
http://www.healthline.com/galecontent/birth
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                   OPEN HOUSE                        

& 

   RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY 

  
The Arc of Vigo County has relocated to  

 

11 Cherry Street, Terre Haute, IN. 
 

A Ribbon Cutting ceremony will be held with the  
 

Mayor at 11am on November 09, 2015   
 

Open House is from 9am to 4pm. 
 

The Event is open to the public. 
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SERVICE RECOGNITION 

On behalf of The Arc of Vigo County we would like to recognize the following employees for their one or more 

years of dedicated service for the month of: November.     

       Emily Grossman—For 14 years service        Mary Jo Cox– For  4 years of service  

       Susan Rawley—For 3 years service                    Jessica Powell - For 2 years service       

 

BIRTHDAYS 

For Employees who were born in  November, The Arc of Vigo County would like to take this time to wish each of you a 

Happy Birthday.      
                                                                                                                                                          

                             Angel Erst               Stephanie Brenton                  Mike Padgett   

       Dessell Lawson     Samuel Watson       Adam Cox        Margina Greenlee     Summer Beasley 

  

      
Remember, if you would like your name included in our birthday list, please drop by the office and sign a pre-authorization 

form 
                                                                                                                                                          

Upcoming Events 

 

Nov 1st -–  Time Change 2am– Fall back 

 

Nov 9th—The Arc of Vigo County  open house/ribbon cutting ceremony.  

 

Nov 11th - Veteran’s Day 

 

Nov 26th—Thanksgiving Day—The Arc of Vigo County office will be closed. 

 

Nov. 27th - The Arc of Vigo County office will be closed. 

 
 
 

 

                                                      Now offering Sensory Friendly Films  

                         AMC Terre Haute 12  3153  3rd Place     Call  812-232-6474  for Show times. 


