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Our Mission  

 
The Arc of Vigo County is a 
non-facility, family 
centered organization 
providing individualized 
community services to 
assist persons with 
disabilities in choosing 
where they live, work, and 
play. People know that we 
are in existence for our 
consumers and that we are 
willing to work with 
families, other agencies 
and the community at 
large to complete our 
mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to The Arc 
of Vigo County 

Newsletter 

 

Welcome, our newsletter 

will be offering information 

such as but not limited to 

upcoming Community 

events, employee 

recognition and helpful 

hints. The Arc of Vigo 

County has made all 

reasonable efforts to 

ensure that information 

provided through its 

publications is accurate at 

the time of inclusion and 

accepts no liability for 

inaccuracies or omissions. 

If anyone has an article or 

information to share please 

contact us at 812-232-

4112. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   

 

What’s happening?  

 
 
 
The Arc of Vigo County’s 
Executive Director, Joni 
Scioldo resigned from the 
Arc on June 27th. 
She has been with The Arc 
for nearly fourteen years 
and in that time she has 
worn many hats. She will 
be missed, not only by her 
co-workers, but by the 
clients and families we 
serve. We wish you the 
best of luck. 
 
 

The Arc of Vigo County 
would like to welcome 
David Ofsansky as the new 
Executive Director.  He 
started on June 24th. With 
his background and 
experience in this field, 
the Arc feels he will be an 
asset to the company. 
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This month we celebrate 
America’s Birthday.  
Many will be celebrating 
this fourth of July with 
Parades, Fireworks, and 
Backyard BBQs, but do you 
know why America 
celebrates this day? 
 
The fourth of July is 
Independence Day, a 
national holiday of the 
United States of America 
commemorating the signing 
of the Declaration of 
Independence by the 
Continental Congress on 
July 4, 1776 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
 
At the time of the signing 
the US consisted of 13 
colonies under the rule of 
England’s King George III. 
There was growing unrest 
in the colonies concerning 
the taxes that had to be 
paid to England. This was 
commonly referred to as 
“Taxation without 
Representation” as the 
colonists did not have any 
representation in the  
English Parliament and had 
no say in what went on. As 
the unrest grew in the 
colonies, King George sent 
extra troops to help control 
any rebellion. In 1774 the 
13 colonies sent delegates 
to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to form the 
First Continental Congress. 
The delegates were 
unhappy with England, but 
were not yet ready to 
declare war. 
In April 1775 as the King’s 
troops advanced on 
Concord Massachusetts,  

 
 
Paul Revere would sound 
the alarm that “The British 
are coming, the British are 
coming” as he rode his 
horse through the late 
night streets. 

 
The Battle of Concord and 
its “shot heard round the 
world” would mark the 
unofficial beginning of the 
colonies war for 
Independence. 
 
The following May the 
colonies again sent 
delegates to the Second 
Continental Congress. For 
almost a year the congress 
tried to work out its  
differences with England, 
again without formally 
declaring war. By June 
1776 their efforts had 
become hopeless and a 
committee was formed to 
compose a formal 
Declaration of 
Independence. Headed by 
Thomas Jefferson, the 
committee included John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
Robert R. Livingston and 
Roger Sherman. Thomas 
Jefferson was chosen to 
write the first draft which 
was presented to the 
congress on June 28. After 
various changes a vote was 
taken late in the afternoon 
of July 4th. Of the 13 
colonies, 9 voted in favor 
of the Declaration, 2- 
Pennsylvania and South 
Carolina voted no, 
Delaware undecided and 
New York abstained. 
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To make it official John 
Hancock, President of the 
Continental Congress, 
Signed the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
The following day copies of 
the Declaration were 
distributed. The first 
newspaper to print the 
Declaration was the 
Pennsylvania Evening Post 
on July 6, 1776.  On July 8 
the Declaration had its first 
public reading in 
Philadelphia’s 
Independence Square. 
Twice that day the 
Declaration was read to 
cheering crowds and 
pealing church bells.  Even 
the bell in Independence  
Hall was rung. The 
“Province Bell” would later 
be renamed “Liberty Bell” 
after its inscription – 
Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout All the Land 
Unto All the Inhabitants 
Thereof. 
 
 
Although the signing of the 
Declaration was not 
completed until August, 
the 4th of July has been 
accepted as the official 
anniversary of United 
States Independence. The 
first Independence Day 
celebration took place the 
following year-July 4, 
1777. By the early 1800s 
the traditions of parades, 
picnics and fireworks were 
established as a way to 
celebrate America’s 
birthday. 

 

 
Developmental Disabilities 
 
There are many kinds of 
developmental disabilities. 
This month we will  
talk about Rubinstein-Taybi  
Syndrome .   (RSTS) 
 

Rubinstein-Taybi Syndrome 
is recognized at birth or 
infancy because of the 
facial features and 
characteristics of the hand 
and foot. RSTS is diagnosed 
primarily on clinical 
features. 

Features such as: arched 
brows, downslanting 
palpebral fissures, beaked 
nose with the columella 
extending below the nares, 
arched palate and 
grimacing smile are typical 
as well as broad thumbs 
and toes. 

Growth is often normal 
while prenatal but height, 
weight, and head 
circumference percentiles 
rapidly drop in the first 
few months after birth. 
Short stature is typical in 
adulthood. 

Moderate intellectual 
disability is typical. The 
average IQ ranges between 
35 and 50 but could reach 
the 70’s in some 
individuals. The average 
age of walking is 30 
months, first words 25 
months, and bathroom 
training 62 months. Speech 
delay occurs in 90% of 
children and some remain 
nonverbal. 

http://www.arcvigo.org/
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Individuals with Rubinstein-
Taybi Syndrome also may 
develop the following 
problems: 

Eye- Retinal dysfunction, 
cataracts 

Cardiac-Congenital heart 
defects 

Genitourinary-Renal 
abnormalities 

Orthopedic-spine 
curvatures, cervical 
vertebral abnormalities 

Sleep Apnea-due to narrow 
palate, easy collapsibility 
of the laryngeal walls 

Skin-Keloids may occur 
with minimal trauma to the 
skin 

Dental-crowding of teeth 

Tumors-Leukemia and 
neuroblastoma, and other 
types of tumors 

Behavior-short attention 
span, low tolerance for 
noise and crowds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Treatment is done through 
early intervention 
programs, special 
education, vocational 
training to address 
developmental disabilities 
and referral to a behavioral 
specialists. Also standard 
treatment for the eyes, 
ears, heart, and dental 
problems.  

RSTS is inherited in an 
autosomal dominant 
manner. It typically occurs 
as the result of a de novo 
mutation in the family: 
most individuals represent 
simplex cases (the only 
affected member in a 
family) In most instances, 
the parents of an 
individuals with RSTS are 
not affected. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
             
July 4,2014 
Independence Day 
 
 
July 4, 2014 
Arc of Vigo County 
Office will be closed 
 
 
July 4, 2014 
Fairbanks Fireworks 
Fairbanks Park 
South 1st Street 
Fun starts at 8pm 
Fireworks at Dusk 
 
 
July 6 – 12,  2014 
Vigo County Fair 
Vigo County Fairgrounds 
  
 
July 11, 2014 
Birding with the WVAS 
Join the Wabash Valley 
Audubon to identify birds 
at their feeders. Free 
10 am at Dobbs Park 
Nature Center. More info: 
812-877-1095 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
July 11 - 19, 2014    
Green County 4-H Fair 
Bloomfield, IN 
More info: 812-659-2122 
 
 
 
 
July 12 – 19, 2014      
Sullivan County 4-H Fair 
Sullivan , Indiana 
 
 
 
July 13 - 18, 2014 
Clay County Fair 
Brazil, Indiana 
 
 
 
July 21, 2014 
Rex Game 7pm 
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Service Recognition  

 

On behalf of The Arc of 

Vigo County we would like 

to recognize the following 

employees for their one or 

more years of dedicated 

service for the month of 

July: 

 

 

10 YEAR OF SERVICE 
Bekki Garthwaite 
 
 
SIX YEAR OF SERVICE 
Tracy Smodilla 
 
 
ONE YEAR SERVICE 
Crystal Haskett 
Tessa Stewert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember, if you would 
like your name included in 
our service recognition list 
for your anniversary 
month, please drop by the 
office and sign a pre-
authorization form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
For Employees who were 
born in July, and have 
signed a pre-authorization 
form,  The Arc of Vigo 
County would like to take 
this time to wish each of 
you a Happy Birthday: 

 
 
 
 
Brenda Simmons 
 
 
Jessica Powell 
 
 
Caren Elrod 
 
 
Mary Howard 
 
 
Tiffiny Lloyd 
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Helpful Hints                 

 

Summertime is a time when 
there are a lot of picnics 
and cook outs. If grilling be 
sure to put out all fires 
completely and follow your 
areas burn ban notices. Be 
sure to drink plenty of 
fluids to keep hydrated. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact information 

The office staff is always 
here to answer any of your 
questions.  
Office: 812-232-4112 
 
Our Staff: 
 
David Ofsansky 
Executive Director   
dofsansky@arcvigo.org  
 
Bekki Garthwaite 
Office Manager 
bgarthwaite@arcvigo.org 
 
Stephanie Rightsell 
Secretary/ Billing Clerk- 
srightsell@arcvigo.org 
 
Georgia Study  
Human Resources 
Coordinator  
gstudy@arcvigo.org 
 
Angel Erst  
Programs Coordinator 
aerst@arcvigo.org 
 
Stephanie Brenton 
Community Supports 
Coordinator 
sbrenton@arcvigo.org 
 
Mike Padgett  
Employment Specialist 
mpadgett@arcvigo.org 
 
Kim Knoblock 
Employment Specialist- 
kknoblock@arcvigo.org     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      Summer 

    Helpful Hints                 

 

Springtime is a great time to 
get out and walk, however 
be sure and wear suntan 
lotion. Even on a cloudy day, 
you can get a wind or 
sunburn and cause damage 
to your skin. Also be sure 
and drink plenty of fluids. 
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