
 

 

Our Mission 

 

The Arc of Vigo County is a non-facility, family centered organization providing individualized community ser-

vices to assist persons with disabilities in choosing where they live, work, and play.  People know that we are will-

ing to work with families, other agencies and the community at large to complete our mission. 
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Our Staff: 
 
David Ofsansky 
Executive Director   
dofsansky@arcvigo.org  
 
Bekki Garthwaite 
Office Manager 
bgarthwaite@arcvigo.org 
 
Stephanie Rightsell 
Secretary/ Billing Clerk- 
srightsell@arcvigo.org 
 
Georgia Study  
Human Resources Coordinator  
gstudy@arcvigo.org 
 
Angel Erst  
Programs Coordinator  
aerst@arcvigo.org 
 
Stephanie Brenton 
Community Supports Coordinator 
sbrenton@arcvigo.org 
 
Mike Padgett  
Employment Specialist 
mpadgett@arcvigo.org 
 
Kim Knoblock 
Employment Specialist- 
kknoblock@arcvigo.org     

Welcome to The Arc of Vigo County Newsletter 

Welcome, our newsletter will be offering information such as 

but not limited to, upcoming Community events, employee   

recognition and helpful hints. The Arc of Vigo County has 

made all reasonable efforts to ensure that information provided 

through its publications is accurate at the time of inclusion and 

accepts no liability for inaccuracies or omissions. If anyone has 

an article or information to share please contact us at  812-232-

4112. Like us on Facebook  www.facebook.com/arcvigo 

What’s Happening?        
  
March is Disabilities Awareness Month  
 

 

 

 

 St Patrick's 

Day   

 

St Patrick’s Day  

March 17, 2015 

What’s Happening?        

 
  
 
 

March is national Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month .  

 

It ia a time to join in and help raise awareness about people  

 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  
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SERVICE RECOGNITION 

On behalf of The Arc of Vigo County we would like to recognize the following employees for their one or more 

years of dedicated service for the month of: March. 

                           Elaine Ball—For 7 years service      Dessell Lawson—For 7 year service 

                                                   Helen Joseph—For 7 years service      

 

Remember, if you would like your name included in our service recognition list for your anniversary month, 

please drop by the office and sign a pre-authorization form. 

BIRTHDAYS 

For Employees who were born in  March   , The Arc of Vigo County would like to take this time to wish each of you a Happy 

Birthday.      
                                                                                                                                                          

                 Georgia Study                          Keely Thomas                              Twila Johnson 

 

                                              Crystal Bricker                         Tessa Stewart                        

 
Remember, if you would like your name included in our birthday list, please drop by the office and sign a pre-authorization 

form 
                                                                                                                                                          

Upcoming Events 

 

March 1st—Park County Mable Fair 

                Park County 4-H grounds, Rockville 

 

March 8th  -  Daylight Savings Times Begins 

 

March 17th  - St. Patrick’s Day 

 

March20th  - Spring Begins 

 

 

                                                      Now offering Sensory Friendly Films  

                         AMC Terre Haute 12  3153  3rd Place     Call  812-232-6474  for Show times. 
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Developmental Disabilities 

 

There are many kinds of developmental disabilities. This month we will talk about Angel-

man Syndrome. 

What is Angelman Syndrome? 

Angelman syndrome is a genetic disorder that causes developmental delay and neurological 

problems. The physician Harry Angelman first delineated the syndrome in 1965, when he de-

scribed several children in his practice as having "flat heads, jerky movements, protruding 

tongues, and bouts of laughter." Infants with Angelman syndrome appear normal at birth, but 

often have feeding problems in the first months of life and exhibit noticeable developmental 

delays by 6 to 12 months. Seizures often begin between 2 and 3 years of age. Speech impair-

ment is pronounced, with little to no use of words. Individuals with this syndrome often display 

hyperactivity, small head size, sleep disorders, and movement and balance disorders that can 

cause severe functional deficits. Angelman syndrome results from absence of a functional copy 

of the UBE3A gene inherited from the mother.  

Is there any treatment? 

There is no specific therapy for Angelman syndrome. Medical therapy for seizures is usually 

necessary. Physical and occupational therapies, communication therapy, and behavioral thera-

pies are important in allowing individuals with Angelman syndrome to reach their maximum 

developmental potential.  

What is the prognosis? 

Most individuals with Angelman syndrome will have severe developmental delays, speech 

limitations, and motor difficulties. However, individuals with Angelman syndrome can have 

normal life spans and generally do not show developmental regression as they age. Early diag-

nosis and tailored interventions and therapies help improve quality of life.  

What research is being done? 

The NINDS supports and conducts research on neurogenetic disorders such as Angelman syn-

drome, to develop techniques to diagnose, treat, prevent, and ultimately cure them.  
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