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     Our Mission  
Arc of Vigo County is a 
non-facility, family 
centered organization 
providing individualized 
community services to 
assist persons with 
disabilities in choosing 
where they live, work, 
and play. People know 
that we are in 
existence for our 
consumers and that we 
are willing to work with 
families, other 
agencies and the 
community at large to 
complete our mission. 

Welcome to the Arc of Vigo County Newsletter 

Welcome, our newsletter will be offering information such as but not limited 

to upcoming Community events, employee recognition and helpful hints. 

The Arc of Vigo County has made all reasonable efforts to ensure that 

information provided through its publications is accurate at the time of 

inclusion and accepts no liability for inaccuracies or omissions. If anyone 

has an article or information to share please contact us at 812-232-4112. 

What’s happening?  

 

August is National Inventors month. While most do not think of 

Inventors having a disability we have had a great number of famous 

inventors that had/have a disability. Below are a list of a few: 

 

 

 Alexander Graham Bell who invented the telephone had a learning   

disability. 

 Thomas Edison who invented the electric light was slightly deaf and 

did not learn to read until age 12. 

 Albert Einstein who invented the Theory of Relativity had Aspergers 

Syndrome a type of Autism. 

 Henry Ford who invented the motor car was Dyslexic. 

 Stephen Hawking one of the greatest astronomical physicists has 

Motor neurone disease and uses a motorized wheelchair and 

computerized speech-synthesizer.  

 Isaac Newton discovered gravity, he stuttered and had epilepsy. 

 Leonardo Da Vinci who was an artist, famous for his design of the 

bicycle was Dyslexic. 

 Temple Grandin Invented the Hug Machine at the age of 18, was 

diagnosed with autism at age three. 

 Ray Dinham Invented the Dinner-up Pet Feeder, he has cerebral 

palsy which made it difficult for him to bend over and feed his pets. 

 Ralf Hotchkiss Invented the Torbellino wheelchair nineteen years 

after he was throw from his motorcycle as a teenager that left him 

permanently disabled. 

 Donald Beyette Invented the Grab a Cane. Born in 1949 with Holt 

Oram syndrome a disease which manifests abnormalities of the 

upper limbs and heart, then 2001 was crushed in an accident in his 

muffler shop. 

 

Inventions come out of necessity and determination.  
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Submitted Article 

 
The Arc of Vigo County would like to thank Cyndi Johnson, a 

Family Advocate for  the Arc of Indiana, for submitting the 
following article: 

 

When I first learned of my daughter’s diagnosis of Down 
syndrome, I suspect my experience was not unlike that of 

many parents of a child with a disability—intense emotions 
running the gamut from the pure joy of nurturing a child to the 

fear and uncertainty that accompanies the unexpected.  I spent 
months trying to orient myself to the news, poring over books, 

articles, and just about anything else I could get my hands on.  
At the time, one might say I had tunnel vision, focusing all my 

time and energy on my daughter’s needs. 
 

Yet, it was not long before my vision broadened to include 
others who were trying to manage many of the same 

challenges.  I wanted to get connected, so I began 
volunteering with a local parent group, attending seminars, 

contacting lawmakers about disability issues, and joining email 

lists.  It was by way of an email listserv that I learned of The 
Arc Network, a project of The Arc of Indiana.  In September 

2009, I became a Family Advocate for The Arc of Indiana, and 
my viewpoint widened once again, as my eyes were opened to 

the needs as well as the possibilities that exist within the 
disability community. 

 
Now, with one year of experience behind me, I can say that I 

truly love this work.  Through the lens of a Family Advocate, I 
see opportunities nearly every day to come alongside families 

and individuals as they navigate the ever-changing labyrinth of 
services.  I assist people with completing Medicaid waiver 

applications and answer basic questions about things like Social 
Security, Medicaid and other health insurance alternatives, and 

guardianship.  I make referrals to such programs as Vocational 

Rehabilitation for persons needing employment support, or to 
trained educational advocates for families faced with special 

education challenges, or to independent living centers for 
persons who require modifications to make their residence 

more accessible.  I assist self-advocates and families seeking 
meaningful connections in their communities by identifying the 

support networks available to them at the local, state, and 
national levels.  I let parents know that they have options as 

they plan for the financial future of their child with a disability 
by providing information about The Arc of Indiana Master 

Trust. 
 

http://www.arcvigo.org/
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But I believe that my work involves far more than merely being 
a knowledgeable resource.  When all the paperwork is finished, 

the phone calls made, and the referrals complete, it is my hope 
that the families and individuals come away from the 

experience with a new point of view and sense of 
empowerment.  I want them to be energized by a vision of the 

possibilities that are within our reach, if together we can shift 
the focus to ability rather than disability. 

 

For over fifty years, The Arc of Indiana has been the driving 
force behind the vision of a brighter future for persons of all 

abilities.  While we are closer than ever to seeing the dream of 
an inclusive community become reality, there is still a great 

deal of work to be done.  Toward that end, The Arc of Indiana 
has launched the ―Building Pathways to Empowerment‖ 

campaign—a new initiative that takes a fresh look at Indiana’s 
system of programs and services for persons with 

developmental disabilities and their families.  The goal is to 
redesign and redefine that system into one that provides 

people with what they want and need in the most sensible way 
possible.  It is not just the state that needs to change, or 

providers that need to change, but communities, families and 
advocates need to change as we all respond to the challenges 

facing us. 

 
So, while Family Advocates like me stand ready to help you, 

The Arc of Indiana is seeking your help as well.  If you are 
ready to re-envision your future, I urge you to join the 

―Building Pathways to Empowerment‖ campaign today! 
 

The Arc Network consists of Family Advocates and Self-
Advocates statewide, providing information, resources, and 

advocacy to families and people with intellectual and other 
developmental disabilities.  To request an Advocate, to learn 

more about The Arc, or to join the Building Pathways to 
Empowerment campaign, visit www.arcind.org, or call 800-

382-9100.   
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The Arc of Vigo County has joined in The Community 

Garden Project located 219 N. 11th Street. The Community 
Garden Project provides gardening opportunities for the 

educational, social, and physical well-being of the community. 
The goals of the Terre Haute Community Garden Project 

include: 
 

 
 

 
 Promote food security and awareness of hunger in the 

local community 
 Support education of children and adults regarding 

gardening, nutrition, and the environment 
 Improve access to healthy and nutritious food in the local 

community 

 Contribute to the beautification of the community 
 Provide a model of the best gardening practices and 

demonstrate what community members can do in their 
own yards 

 Contribute to the environmental sustainability initiatives 
of the local community and ISU 

 
 

 

Service Recognition  

On behalf of the Arc of Vigo County we would like to recognize 

the following employees for their one or more years of 

dedicated service for the month of August: 

 

*Joni Scioldo for Ten years of service. 

*Georgia Study for Three years of service. 

*Trent Fox for One year of service. 

*Tya Robison for One year of service. 

 

 

Thank you for your care and dedication. 
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WALK NOW FOR AUTISM 
 

The 2010 Walk now for Autism will be September 25, 2010 at 10:00am. The 

walk will be at the Vigo County Fair Grounds. The Arc of Vigo County is 

looking for team members to join us on the walk. Anyone interested in 

joining our team can go to www.walknowforautismspeaks.org/terrehaute.  

If you do not have access to the internet but would like to join, please 

contact Stephanie Rightsell at 812-232-4112. 

 

PENNY WAR 
 

The Arc Office staff is having their 2nd annual Penny War. The staff with the 

most pennies by September 25th wins. Any dollar bills or silver coins in any 

ones container gets subtracted from their total pennies. So be sure and put 

pennies in the team you want to win and silver in the other containers. The 

teams are: Darin and Georgia, Bekki and Stephanie R, Joni and Angel, Mike 

and Stephanie B. The proceeds go to walk now for autism. 

 

 

Helpful Hints 

 It’s back to school for many children this month.    

Please watch out for these children and obey all traffic 

lights and signals. Especially when children are       

getting on and off buses. 

 

Contact information 

The office staff is always here to answer any of your questions.  

Office: 812-232-4112 

 

Our Staff: 

Darin Propst- Executive Director- dpropst@arcvigo.org 

Bekki Garthwaite-Office Manager- bgarthwaite@arcvigo.org 

Stephanie Rightsell- Secretary/ Billing Clerk- srightsell@arcvigo.org 

Georgia Study – Human Resources Coordinator – gstudy@arcvigo.org 

Joni Scioldo -  Programs Coordinator – jscioldo@arcvigo.org 

Angel Erst – Community Supports  Coordinator – aerst@arcvigo.org 

Stephanie Brenton – Employment Specialist  - sbrenton@arcvigo.org 

Mike Padgett – Employment Specialist – mpadgett@arcvigo.org 

              

                      Arc of Vigo County contact Information 
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           Website: www.arcvigo.org 

 

 

Safety 
First 
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