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     Our Mission  
Arc of Vigo County is a 
non-facility, family 
centered organization 
providing individualized 
community services to 
assist persons with 
disabilities in choosing 
where they live, work, 
and play. People know 
that we are in 
existence for our 
consumers and that we 
are willing to work with 
families, other 
agencies and the 
community at large to 
complete our mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Arc of Vigo County Newsletter 

Welcome, our newsletter will be offering information such as 

but not limited to upcoming Community events, employee 

recognition and helpful hints. The Arc of Vigo County has made 

all reasonable efforts to ensure that information provided 

through its publications is accurate at the time of inclusion and 

accepts no liability for inaccuracies or omissions. If anyone has 

an article or information to share please contact us at          

812-232-4112. 

What’s happening?  

December 3rd is International Day of Persons with Disabilities. 

 
 

Quick Facts 

 

The United Nations' (UN) International Day of Persons with 

Disabilities is an occasion to re-affirm and draw attention to the 
rights of people who live with disabilities worldwide. It is held 

annually on December 3.  

Since 1992, the United Nations' (UN) International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities is annually held on December 3. It 
aims to increase the understanding of the issues around 

disabilities and attention to the dignity, rights and well-being of 
persons with disabilities. 

It also aims to increase the awareness of the gains for 

everybody if disabled persons are integrated into all aspects of 

political, social, economic and cultural life and raising money 
for resources for persons with disabilities. 
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What do people do? 

Many events are held on and around the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities on December 3 each year. Many of 

these events aim to involve groups of people from all sections 
of society in upholding the rights of persons with disabilities 

and to celebrate the contributions by persons with disabilities 

to their communities. 

Other events take the form of protests to highlight the 
difficulties disabled people have in playing a full role in society. 

Examples of events include: forums with experts and disabled 
persons; public discussions; the presentation of information 

campaigns; exhibitions of art created by disabled people; social 
gatherings; and fundraising activities to raise money to support 

disabled people. 

Background 

The United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons was held from 
1983 to 1992 to enable governments and organizations to 
implement measures to improve the life of disabled persons all 

over the world. On October 14, 1992, as this decade drew to a 
close, the UN General Assembly proclaimed December 3 as the 

International Day of Disabled Persons. This day was first 

observed on December 3, 1992. On December 18, 2007, the 
assembly changed the observance's name from the 

"International Day of Disabled Persons" to the "International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities". The new name was first used 

in 2008. 

Symbols 

The International Day of Persons with Disabilities is coordinated 

by United Nations Enable, which works to support and promote 
the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. The symbol 

of Enable is the blue UN symbol and the word "enable". The UN 
symbol consists of an azimuthal equidistant projection of the 

globe centered on the North Pole surrounded by olive branches. 
The word "enable" is written entirely in lower case letters. The 

letter "e" is red and the other letters are blue. 
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Developmental Disabilities 
There are many kinds of developmental disabilities. This month we will talk about 
Aicardi-Goutieres Syndrome Disorder. 

What is Aicardi-Goutieres Syndrome Disorder? 

Aicardi-Goutieres syndrome (AGS) is an inherited encephalopathy that affects 
newborn infants and usually results in severe mental and physical handicap. 
There are two forms of the syndrome: an early-onset form that is severe, and a 
late-onset form that has less impact upon neurological function. The early-
onset form affects about 20 percent of all babies who have AGS. These infants 
are born with neurological and liver abnormalities, such as enlargement of the 
liver and spleen and elevated liver enzymes. Their jittery behavior and poor 
feeding ability mimic congenital viral infection.  

Babies with later-onset AGS begin having symptoms after the first weeks or 
months of normal development, which appear as a progressive decline in head 
growth, weak or stiffened muscles (spasticity), and moderate to severe mental 
and developmental retardation. Symptoms last for several months, and include 
irritability, inconsolable crying, intermittent fever, seizures, and loss of 
developmental skills. Children may also have puffy swelling on the fingers, 
toes, and ears that resemble chilblains. A number of children have a noticeable 
startle reaction to sudden noise. For babies with the later-onset form, as 
symptoms lessen, there is no further worsening of the disease.  

AGS is difficult to diagnose since many of the symptoms are similar to those of 
other disorders. Diagnosis is made based on the clinical symptoms of the 
disease, as well as characteristic brain abnormalities that can be seen in an 
MRI brain scan. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), taken using a "spinal tap," can also 
be tested for increased levels of a specific immune system cell (a lymphocyte), 
which indicates a condition known as chronic lymphocytosis. These cells are 
normally only elevated during infection, so that lymphocytosis without evidence 
of infection can be used as an indicator of AGS. CSF may also be tested for 
elevated levels of a substance known as interferon-gamma, which can also 
support a diagnosis of AGS.  

The mutations of four different genes are associated with AGS: 

 Aicardi-Goutieres syndrome-1 (AGS1) and AGS5 (an autosomal 
dominant form) are caused by a mutation in the TREX1 gene,  

 AGS2 is caused by a mutation in the RNASEH2B gene,  

 AGS3 is caused by a mutation in the RNASEH2C gene,  

 AGS4 is caused by a mutation in the RNASEH2A gene.  

Most cases of AGS are inherited in an autosomal recessive manner, which 
means that both parents of a child with AGS must carry a single copy of the 
defective gene responsible for the disease. Parents do not have any symptoms 
of disease, but with every child they have together, there is a one in four 
chance that the baby will receive two copies of the defective gene and inherit 
AGS.  
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NOTE: AGS is distinct from the similarly named Aicardi syndrome 
(characterized by absence of a brain structure (corpus callosum), and spinal, 
skeletal, and eye abnormalities).  

Is there any treatment? 

Depending upon the severity of symptoms, children may require chest 
physiotherapy and treatment for respiratory complications. To ensure adequate 
nutrition and caloric intake, some infants may require special accommodations 
for diet and feeding. Seizures may be managed with standard anticonvulsant 
medications. Children should be monitored for evidence of glaucoma in the first 
few months of life, and later for evidence of scoliosis, diabetes, and underactive 
thyroid. The prognosis depends upon the severity of symptoms.  

What is the prognosis? 

The prognosis depends upon the severity of symptoms. Children with early-
onset AGS have the highest risk of death. Children with the later-onset form 
may be left with weakness or stiffness in the peripheral muscles and arms, 
weak muscles in the trunk of the body, and poor head control. Almost all 
children with AGS have mild to severe intellectual and physical impairment.  

What research is being done? 

The National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) and other 
institutes of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) support research related to 
AGS through grants to major medical institutions across the country. Current 
research is aimed at finding new methods for treating and ultimately preventing 
or curing AGS.  

NIH Patient Recruitment for Aicardi-Goutieres Syndrome Disorder Clinical 
Trials 

 At NIH Clinical Center  

 Throughout the U.S. and Worldwide  

 NINDS Clinical Trials  

 

Credit to the NINDS  
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Upcoming Events 
 

Dec 02nd   ------ Christmas in the Park 
                            6PM  
                            Deming Park, Terre Haute, IN 
 
Dec 03rd  ------- International Day  
                            of Persons with Disabilities 
                           
Dec 06th  -------Miracle on 7th St 
                            5PM to 10PM  
                            Downtown Terre Haute, IN 
 
Dec 06th  ------  Sullivan Hometown  
                            Victorian Christmas Celebration 
                            4PM-9PM 
                            Sullivan IN 
 
Dec 06th  -------Fowler Park Pioneer Christmas Walk 
                           6-9pm Fowler Park South of Terre Haute off US 41 
                           Dress warm-bring a flashlight 
                           Info: 812-462-3392 
 
Dec 07th  ------- Carlisle Country Christmas 
                            Off South US 41 
                            Carlisle, Indiana 
                                        
Dec 07th  --------Friends of the Vigo County Public Library 
                            Holiday Book Sale   9am-3pm 
 
Dec 08th  --------Friends of the Vigo County Public Library 
                            Holiday Book Sale   1pm-4pm 
                          
Dec 24th  --------Christmas Eve 
                           
Dec 25th  --------Christmas Day 
                             The Arc of Vigo County 
                             Office will be closed in  
                             observance of Christmas 
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Service Recognition  

 

On behalf of the Arc of Vigo County we would like to recognize the following 

employees for their one or more years of dedicated service for the month of 

December: 

 

Wesley Kirk for Three years of service 

 

Megan Miller for One year of service 

 
Remember, if you would like your name included in our service recognition list 
for your anniversary month, please drop by the office and sign a pre-
authorization form. 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
For Employees who were born in December, and have signed a pre-
authorization form,  the Arc of Vigo County would like to take this time to wish 
each of you a Happy Birthday: 
 
Brenda Conley             Ciarra Thompson            Amanda Harrison        
 
Wesley Kirk                   Sara Sparks                      Cathy Sams  

  

 

 

 

As another calendar year comes to an end, the Arc of 

Vigo County would like to take this time to thank all 

Employees for their dedication and service and to wish 

each and everyone a Safe and Happy Holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arcvigo.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arc of Vigo County 

89 Cherry Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 

Phone 812-232-4112 

Toll Free Number 

 800-786-4112 

Fax 812-232-3052 

www.arcvigo.org 

 

 

 

Helpful Hints              

 

 

 
It’s Christmas Time again. Here are a few safety tips. 

If using an artificial tree use one labeled “Fire Resistant”. 

Make sure if putting lights outdoors, they are certified for  

Outdoor use. Be sure to unplug lights and decorations when 

not home and when you go to bed. 

 

 

 “ 

 

 

Contact information 

The office staff is always here to answer any of your questions.  
Office: 812-232-4112 
Our Staff: 
Joni Scioldo -  Interim Executive Director – jscioldo@arcvigo.org 
Bekki Garthwaite-Office Manager- bgarthwaite@arcvigo.org 
Stephanie Rightsell- Secretary/ Billing Clerk- srightsell@arcvigo.org 
Georgia Study – Human Resources Coordinator – gstudy@arcvigo.org 
Angel Erst – Interim Programs Coordinator – aerst@arcvigo.org 
Stephanie Brenton–Community Supports Coordinator-sbrenton@arcvigo.org 
Mike Padgett – Employment Specialist – mpadgett@arcvigo.org 
Kim Knoblock- Employment Specialist - kknoblock@arcvigo.org 

                      Arc of Vigo County contact Information 
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